Landmark No. 1

Baker-Carmichael House
226 East Pearl Street



Historic Landmark #1
Baker-Carmichael House

The Baker-Carmichael House was built in 1905 for Granbury Merchant
and Banker, Jess Baker. This house was later home to Granbury Physician, Dr.
Archibald Carmichael. The original owner and builder of the house, Jess Baker,
in 1875, opened a hardware store in Granbury with his brother. Jess Baker also
partnered with Sam Smith in Baker and Smith Hardware and Baker and Smith
Implement Company; he was also a partner in Baker-Rylee Hardware. Jess
Baker also served as Vice-President of First National Bank and served on the
Bank’s first Board of Directors. Jess Baker also served several terms in the Texas
House of Representatives beginning in 1906. Dr. Archibald Carmichael, one of
Granbury’s most prominent physicians, bought the house in 1925.

This is a particularly superb and well kept example of High Style Queen
Ann/Neoclassical Architecture. The home was built at a cost of approximately
$18,000 with the head carpenter receiving $1.50 a day, and his helper receiving
$1.00 a day. The Baker-Carmichael was one of the first homes in Granbury to
have electricity, indoor plumbing and telephone service. The Carmichael family
did not make many changes to the house over the years, with the exception of
adding bathrooms and a more modernized kitchen.

The Baker-Carmichael House is now owned by David Southern and his
wife, Claudia. Mr. Southern is currently the Mayor of the City of Granbury.

The Baker-Carmichael House was designated a Granbury
Historical Landmark by the City of Granbury Historic
Commission June 1, 1999.



